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and economic growth,  led t o  new forms o f  cu l t u ra l  ac t i v i t y  and  
consumer behaviour .  Second, the  l imited resources o f  the  Quebec 
market ,  competition f rom bo th  the Un i ted  States and  France, and t he  
fragmentat ion o f  audiences o r  pub l i cs  because o f  t he  mul t ip l icat ion o f  
cu l t u ra l  forms and  ins t i tu t ions  renders  t he  s tab i l i t y  o f  the  cu l tu ra l  
system precarious. T h i r d ,  w i t h i n  t h e  con tex t  o f  a system o f  cu l tu ra l  
p roduc t ion  t ha t  cannot be  economically self-sustaining, s tate cu l tu ra l  
po l icy and  g ran t s  have been cruc ia l .  His analysis suggests t ha t  
Quebec's cu l tu ra l  ac t i v i t y  ex is ts  w i t h i n  a series o f  tensions and  
contradic t ions tha t  cannot easi ly be  overcome, b u t  t ha t  indeed are the 
g r o u n d  o f  Quebec's uniqueness. 
While Bai l largeon's col lect ion o f  essays does no t  make f o r  
compell ing reading, it has fundamental va lue as a reference work .  
The  fascinat ing analysis t h a t  remains t o  be  under taken  could no t  
proceed w i thou t  the  knowledge t ha t  t h i s  volume of fers.  T h a t  
analysis, presaged b y  the  t i t l e  o f  t h i s  book, would i n t e rp re t  the  
l i v i ng  c u l t u r e  of the  Qu6bPcois. uncover ing  the sense, contradict ions, 
and  consequences o f  t he i r  pract ices. Such a s t u d y  would complete 
the  p i c t u re  Bai l largeon of fers,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  f o r  t he  non-Qu6bPcois. 
making sense o f  tha t  d i s t i n c t  society's cu l t u ra l  l i fe. 
Reviewed b y :  Maurice Char land 
Concordia Un ivers i t y  
Paletz, David L., ed. 
Pol i t ical Communication Research : 
Approaches, Studies, Assessments, 
Norwood, New Jersey, Ablex Publ ish ing Company, 1987 
If, as the  shopworn Chinese adage has it, a journey  o f  a thousand 
miles begins w i t h  one step, it would appear t h a t  pol i t ical 
communication researchers have a g rea t  distance t o  t rave l  towards 
uncer ta in  dest inat ions. The  15  ar t ic les making u p  th is  collection 
a t tes t  t o  the  arguable view t h a t  pol i t ica l  communication as a f ie ld  o f  
i n q u i r y  is desperately seeking def in i t ion.  This ,  i n  pa r t ,  is ref lected 
in t he  ed i to r ' s  admission t h a t  t he  th ree  general categories t ha t  
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p r o v i d e  t h e  subt i t le ,  a n d  u n d e r  wh ich  t h e  con t r ibu t ions  a r e  
subsumed, a r e  less than  d is t inc t .  
Such a lukewarm summation should b e  n o t  al lowed t o  d e t r a c t  f rom 
several h igh -qua l i t y  discussions in t h i s  set. Consis t ing main ly  o f  
ar t ic les,  a n d  papers f i r s t  p resen ted  elsewhere, t h e  book as a whole i s  
uneven,  b o t h  i n  i t s  p a r t s  a n d  i t s  prose. Paletz favored  an 
in ternat ional  f l avor  t o  co l lect ing w o r k s  from var ious  countr ies,  and  
t h i s  d i v e r s i t y  may b e  responsib le  f o r  "more serv iceable than  f luent"  
w r i t i n g  in severa l  instances. 
C a r l  Bybee's "Uses and  Grat i f icat ions Research a n d  t h e  S t u d y  o f  
Social Change" p ro f fe rs  t h e  o n l y  de f in i t i on  o f  po l i t ica l  communication 
in t h e  book, t h e  o thers  apparen t l y  t a k i n g  t h e  commonsensical pos i t ion 
t h a t  t h e  obv ious requ i res  no  explanat ion beyond  juxtaposing 
something pol i t ica l  w i t h  communication. A rguments  against  lock-step 
research methods o r  premature c losure  no tw i ths tand ing ,  some genera l  
d iscuss ion o f  t h e  scope o f  po l i t ica l  communication i n q u i r y  would have 
been h e l p f u l  i n  d is t ingu ish ing  it f rom what  it i s  not .  
A t  t h e  r i s k  of appear ing chauvin is t ic ,  two  o f  t h e  most 
p rovoca t i ve  pieces a re  b y  Canadians. Graham K n i g h t  a n d  E r u c e  
C u r t i s  o f f e r  a dense but r i v e t i n g  M a r x i s t  c r i t i q u e  o f  biases embedded 
in t h e  p roduc t ion  a n d  presentat ion o f  news. Rene Jean Ravaul t 's  
" In te rna t iona l  In format ion:  B u l l e t  o r  Boomerang" c r i t i c i zes  appl icat ion 
o f  t h e  d isc red i ted  b u l l e t  t h e o r y  t o  expla in  media imperialism, o f f e r i n g  
i n  i t s  place t h e  boomerang e f f e c t  as more p r o d u c t i v e  i n  unders tand ing  
g lobal  news f low imbalance. Revau l t  fau l t s  no  less an  organizat ion 
t h a n  UNESCO for  bas ing t h e  New World In format ion O r d e r  o n  t h e  
"magic" b u l l e t  idea, a r g u i n g  t h e  boomerang can b e t t e r  expla in  w h y  
Sandinistas, Cuba and  t h e  Aya to l lah  a r e  n o t  swayed by American 
messages. 
H a r v e y  Molotch, Dav id  L. Protess and  Margare t  T. Cordon  take  
another  swipe a t  t h e  b u l l e t  theory ,  t h i s  t ime in i t s  hypodermic guise, 
by showing how t h e  in te rac t ion  between journal is ts  and  pol icy-makers 
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resu l ts  i n  tlcoalit ion journalism," hence "The  Media-Policy Connection: 
Ecologies o f  News." The  nove l ty  o f  t he i r  approach i s  matched b y  t he  
nove l ty  o f  a couple empir ical s tudies f rom West Germany. Barbara 
Baerns claims t h a t  two- th i rds  o f  news considered pol i t ical der ives 
f rom pub l i c  relat ions, a sober ing thought .  A t  t he  same time, one 
cou ld  a rgue  w i t h  h e r  character izat ion o f  what  i s  pub l i c  relat ions. 
Hans M. Keppl inger  and  Michael Hachenberg show how t he  press 
con t r i bu ted  to t ransforming the  unconventional i n t o  the  conventional 
and  the  i l legit imate i n t o  the  legitimate. in t he i r  s t udy  o f  conscient ious 
object ion. 
D i f fe ren t ia l  development i n  the  f ie ld  inev i tab ly  has led t o  g row th  
areas. Jay C. Blumler and  Dav id  Weaver assay two o f  these--election 
coverage and  agenda-sett ing. Media studies t ha t  qua l i f y  as 
t rad i t iona l  a re  p rov ided  b y  Daniel C. Hal l in, who t r ies  to  show t ha t  
t he  change in repor tage s ty le  f rom Vietnam t o  El Salvador i n  the  U.S. 
mass media i s  more apparent  than  real; Kuan-Hsing Chin 's  comparison 
o f  Chinese newspaper coverage o f  U.S. news between 1971 and  1981. 
where change has been real  a n d  toward  less negat i v i t y .  Also in t h i s  
ve i n  o f  t rad i t ion  are: Gianpiet ro Mazzolenits "The Role o f  Pr i va te  T V  
Stat ions in I ta l ian Elections," wh ich  examines t he  impact on  a 
ju r i sd ic t ion  heretofore monopolized b y  state telecasting; and  Keppl iner  
and  Wolfgang Donsbach who repl icate a research genre  pioneered in 
the  Un i ted  States t ha t  s tudies the  ef fects  o f  camera angles in electoral 
coverage. 
National development dilemmas and  communications processes, 
bo th  i n  T h i r d  World and  industr ia l ized b u t  poor countr ies,  engage 
Celina R. Duar te  ( "The  Press and  Redemocratization in Brazi l t ' ) ,  
co-authors Joseph Rota and  Tatiana Galvan ( t l ln format ion Technology 
and  National Development i n  La t in  American"),  and  Jerzy  Oledzki 
( "Toward  t he  Democratization o f  Mass Communication: A Social Search 
f o r  Equal i ty t1) .  These studies indicate the  ex ten t  t o  which the  press, 
n o t  on ly  in per fo rming  i t s  dissemination funct ion,  b u t  as a pol i t ica l  
ins t i tu t ion  in i t s  own right, af fects  pol i t ical processes in set t ings tha t  
a re  d i f f e ren t  and  removed f rom N o r t h  America o r  western Europe. 
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In 1981, Dan Nimmo and Ke i th  Sanders chronic led the  evolut ion 
o f  pol i t ica l  communication over  the  prev ious quar te r -cen tu ry  f o r  The 
Handbook o f  Polit ical Communication, i t se l f  a milestone and  test imony 
t o  t h a t  evolut ion. They  recounted the  ex ten t  t o  which the  inchoate, 
in te rd isc ip l ina ry  beginnings sol id i f ied i n t o  a d is t inc t i ve  scholarly 
f ield, b u t  then  saw fit t o  pronounce the  f ie ld  as s t i l l  i n  i t s  in fancy.  
It i s  t h i s  assessment t ha t  u l t imate ly  describes Paletz's attempt t o  
p resen t  " innovat ive and  provocative1' research. The  book succeeds, 
b y  and  large, in i t s  research purpose; bu t ,  the  pieces also leave one 
w i t h  the  d i s t i n c t  feel ing t h a t  as foo tp r in ts  in the  f ield, t hey  t r a i l  o f f  
in too many d i rect ions and  c r y  o u t  f o r  a g rea te r  sense o f  u n i t y .  
Eeviewed b y :  A k i r a  lchikawa 
Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Le thbr idge  
Rogers, Evere t t  M., and  Francis  Balle, eds. 
The  Media Revolut ion in America a n d  Western Europe 
Norwood, New Jersey: Ab lex  Publ ish ing Company, 1985. 
T h i s  wide-ranging and  in format ive volume has two purposes, 
accord ing t o  i t s  edi tors,  ( I n t r o  X I ) .  They  are: T o  famil iar ize No r t h  
American communication researchers w i t h  European work;  and  t o  
f u r t h e r  the in te l lectual  merger  o f  empir ical a n d  c r i t i ca l  approaches t o  
communication studies. While these a re  admirable goals, the volume 
con t r ibu tes  t o  the  former, b u t  it no t  as convinc ing in championing the  
la t ter .  It seems safer  t o  assume w i t h  Steven Chaffee and  John 
Hochheimer t ha t  "empirical research f ind ings  need t o  be  in te rp re ted  in 
the  con tex t  o f  t he  h is tor ica l  time and  place in which t he  data were 
gathered," (290), a n d  these social contexts remain vas t l y  d i f fe ren t  in 
Canada, the Un i ted  States and  Europe. 
The  book i s  d iv ided  i n t o  th ree  pa r t s :  I. The Changing Natu re  
o f  the  Mass Media in Europe and  America; II. The  New Worlds o f  the  
Mass Media; and  II I. European and  American Approaches t o  
Communication Research. Each sect ion contains a va r i e t y  o f  ar t ic les 
b y  an equal number o f  w r i t e r s  f rom bo th  sides o f  t he  At lant ic .  In 
